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The prevalence of COVID-19 in patients
with Behcet’s disease (BD) is reported
lower than that in the general
population, and it appears not to be
associated with a more severe course.
(1) This was the same in a multicenter
report from Iran showing the incidence
of COVID-19 infection in BD patients not
higher, with milder form of disease,
lower morbidity and mortality rate. (2)

INTRODUCTION

PATIENTS AND METHODS
• Study setting

 Retrospective cohort study
 Duration: March 2020 – Nov. 2021

• Patient’s inclusion criteria
 BD diagnosis: Expert opinion

Criteria: ICBD: 98%; ISG: 74%
 Covid-19 diagnosis: 

Positive PCR test: 65% 
Compatible clinical setting: 35%

• Data collection
 BD characteristics: 

Demographic; Clinical; Laboratory 
 COVID-19 infection related features:  

Clinical presentations; Outcomes; 
Pharmacological treatments

• Comparison of two groups 
diagnosed between:
 March to December 2020 
 January to November 2021

• Statistical analysis
 Number (%) and CI at 95% 

(categorical variables) 
 Mean (SD)/median (IQR) (continuous 

normal/non-normal distributed items) 
 Comparisons: Independent t-test or 

Mann–Whitney U-test (the quantitative 
variables); Chi-square test (qualitative 
or categorical variables)

 Two-tailed p-value < 0.05: Significant
 Statistical analyzes by SPSS version 

25 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA)

RESULTS

CONCLUSION

Aims of study
• To present clinical characteristics, 

disease course, management and 
outcomes of COVID-19 in Iranian 
patients with Behcet’s disease

• Comparisons between patients 
diagnosed during 2020 and 2021

• BD patients with COVID-19: 
107 (59 in 2020, 48 in 2021) 

The clinical feature of COVID-19 infection in Iranian BD patients was not significantly
changed in the second year of pandemic. They showed higher rate of cough and cold
symptoms, and were treated more with corticosteroids and antiviral drugs.


