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Introduction: 

Behcet’s disease (BD) is a chronic

inflammatory disease, characterized by

recurrent episodes of oral and genital

aphthous ulceration, skin lesions, arthritis,

as well as ocular, vascular and nervous

system involvement. Despite of advances

in BD scientific field and the growing

relevant literature over the last two

decades, little research has been

conducted to examine publication trends.

Our objective was to perform a bibliometric

analysis of original articles on BD and to

systematically describe their quantitative

and qualitative features.

Methods:

A relevant search in PubMed database was
performed for original research articles
published between 2000 and 2019 on BD.
Literature reviews, systematic reviews,
meta– analyses, case reports, guideline
statements, editorials, comments, historical
articles and errata were excluded. We
calculated the number of eligible articles by
country of origin and categorized them by
type of study (basic, clinical, translational
research). We also assessed their impact
by using the individual citation numbers
from Google Scholar search engine and by
calculating median annual citation rates,
both per country of origin and type of
study.

TAKE – HOME MESSAGES: 

➢ The discipline of bibliometrics
involves the application of
mathematical and statistical
methods to scholarly publications
in order to measure their quantity
and quality

➢ There is an increasing trend in the
number of original research
articles about BD over the last two
decades, reflecting an ongoing
scientific development

➢ However, the quality and impact
of the original research articles
may slightly decrease over time

➢ An association is observed
between prevalence of the disease
and a country’s contribution to BD
literature

➢ Countries with higher research
budgets generally produce original
research articles of higher impact
compared to other countries
where BD is more prevalent

Results:

A total of 2381 original research articles

were captured for further analysis. With

regard to the type of research, the majority

was clinical (52.6%), followed by

translational (46.0%) and only a minority

reported basic research findings

(1.4%). Of the 51 publishing countries,

Turkey was the most productive (39% of

articles), whereas 31% came from four

other countries (Korea, China, Japan and

Italy) where BD is relatively prevalent.

Regarding median annual citation rates,

France was first (4.00), followed by United

Kingdom (3.00), Germany (2.80) and Israel

(2.60).

The number of articles has almost

doubled between 2010-2019 versus 2000-

2009 (Figure 1). However, the median

annual citation rates across either clinical or

translational research had a slightly

downwards trend, suggesting that research

quality may be mildly decreased over time

(Figure 2).
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Figure 1: Number of original articles 2000 – 2019 per year 
(a) Total 
(b) Per study type (Basic, Clinical, Translational) 
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Figure 2: Median annual citation rate of original

articles published between 2000 – 2015 per year*

(a) Total

(b) Per study type (Basic, Clinical, Translational)

* Citation score or Annual citation rate= N. of citations / time

duration (year of literature review – year of publication)

Conclusions: 

During the last two decades, those

countries where BD is more prevalent

were the most productive in terms of

original research, as expected, albeit

with lower impact comparing to

countries with higher research budgets,

in general.

A considerable growth of BD literature

is observed over time, but further

funding may be warranted for a parallel

increase in the respective scientific

impact.
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